
Resolution No. 1 (2023-24) 

RESOLUTION  
OF THE GOVERNING BOARD  

OF THE SANTA BARBARA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 
Resolution of Censure 

WHEREAS: the Santa Barbara Community College District Board of Trustees 
maintains Board Policies and Administrative Procedures governing the District, including the 
Board of Trustees itself, and the District is subject to accreditation by the Accrediting 
Commission for Community and Junior Colleges; and 

WHEREAS: the Board of Trustees expects all students and employees to abide by 
Board Policies and Administrative Procedures and it must abide by its own policies and 
procedures; and 

WHEREAS: These policies are in place to encourage the respectful and orderly 
communication of the diverse viewpoints of the seven elected trustees; and 

WHEREAS: These Board of Trustees wishes to hear and allow representation of all 
viewpoints and trustees, including Trustee Gallardo’s; and 

WHEREAS: The Board of Trustees is responsible for the successful accreditation of the 
college and must operate itself in a manner that is consistent with accreditation standards; and 

WHEREAS: Board Policy 2715 includes provisions to rectify trustee behavior that is 
not aligned with policy or accreditation standards. These policies solely focus on behavior and 
the “how” of communication of a Trustee’s viewpoint, not at all on the content of that 
viewpoint; and 

WHEREAS: Trustee Gallardo has repeatedly violated board policies, specifically Board 
Policy 2715, 2200, and ACCJC Standard IV C 2 from September 2021-July 2023; and 

WHEREAS: Board Presidents Haslund, Parker, and Abboud have reminded Trustee 
Gallardo of Board Policy 2715 and pointed out her specific violations of Board Policy 2715 by 
email and attempted to meet with her to reach a resolution for nearly two and a half years; and 

WHEREAS: Trustee Gallardo has violated Board Policy 2715 by refusing to meet with 
the Board President in 2022 and 2023 at several opportunities. Board President Haslund in 
December 2021 organized a meeting with Trustee Gallardo and Superintendent/President 
Murillo to resolve issues of disrespectful communication by Trustee Gallardo towards the 
Superintendent/President. Despite the meeting, the behavior continued. See Exhibit A for 
additional specific citations; and 

WHEREAS: Trustee Gallardo arrived late to 14 meetings and was entirely absent from  
19 board/committee meetings from July 2021-July 2023 amounting to 52% of 63 total meetings, 
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in violation of Board Policy 2715. Several of these meetings included key topics of the board’s 
purview such as selection/interview/deliberation of the Superintendent/President, labor 
negotiations, and potential litigation. By being absent, Trustee Gallardo deprived the board  
discussion and decision of her viewpoint. See Exhibit B for additional specific citations; and 

WHEREAS: Trustee Gallardo interfered with the operations of the college and 
attempted to micromanage the activities of the Superintendent/President on several occasions, in 
violation of Board Policy 2715. Trustee Gallardo attempted to direct the implementation of 
Resolution 1 COVID-19 Vaccine Requirement, made unilateral demands of the 
Superintendent/President to discipline or terminate union-represented college employees, and 
attempted to direct the content of the college’s website. See Exhibit C for additional specific 
citations; and 

WHEREAS: Trustee Gallardo has communicated to the Superintendent/President in a  
rude and disrespectful manner at several instances over email, in public meetings, and in closed 
sessions, in violation of Board Policy 2715. This led to an unpleasant workplace environment 
for the Superintendent/President See Exhibit D for additional specific citations; and 

WHEREAS: Trustee Gallardo has failed to uphold the principle, in Board Policy 2715 
and ACCJC Standard IV C 2, that once the Board of Trustees has taken action it moves forward 
as a whole. Trustee Gallardo repeatedly raised the issue of Resolution 1 COVID-19 Vaccine 
Mandate at several meetings from September 2021-December 2022 during agenda items not at 
all related to that topic. Trustee Gallardo failed to adhere to Board Policy 2340 to work with the 
Board President and Superintendent to place on the agenda an item that allows for the 
constructive communication of her differing viewpoint. See Exhibit E for additional specific 
citations; and 

WHEREAS: Trustee Gallardo’s behavior has disrupted the smooth operations of the 
Board of Trustees, deprived the Board of her differing viewpoint, and harmed its relationship 
with the Superintendent/President; and 

WHEREAS: on June 26th Board President Abboud emailed Trustee Gallardo an outline 
of her violation of Board Policies and Administrative Procedures and ACCJC Standard , Trustee 
Gallardo replied simply stating her disagreement and no intent to meet; and 

WHEREAS: on July 6th 2023 Board President Abboud brought to the Board of 
Trustees consideration of forming an ad-hoc committee to investigate the violations outlined to 
Trustee Gallardo; and 

WHEREAS: The ad-hoc committee met 4 times to plan its work and review the 
information gathered. In total, committee members worked over 200 hours separately to 
examine the violations brought forward and organize recommendations to the Board of 
Trustees; and 

WHEREAS: The committee interviewed Superintendent/President Murillo, former 
Superintendent/President Helen Benjamin, and former Board Presidents Parker and Haslund in 
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order to hear recollections of specific instances in which Trustee Gallardo violated policies and 
standards; and 

WHEREAS: The committee reviewed email communications between Trustee 
Gallardo, Superintendent/President Murillo, and the Board President from 2021-2023 in order to 
cite specific instances of violations of policies and standards; and 

WHEREAS: The ad-hoc committee reviewed each committee and board meeting 
recording, a total of 62 meetings, from July 2021 to July 2023 to cite specific instances of public 
violations of policies and standards; and 

WHEREAS: The ad-hoc committee came to the conclusion that Trustee Gallardo’s 
violations of policies and standards have been severe, exposed the college to an accreditation 
violation, and could have been prevented if Trustee Gallardo was willing to communicate her 
viewpoint in a manner consistent with policies and standards. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  The Board of Trustees finds that Trustee 
Veronica Gallardo has repeatedly violated Board Policies and Administrative Procedures and 
Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges Standards; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The Exhibits attached and referenced 
in this resolution are incorporated as part of the resolution; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  The Board of Trustees censures 
Trustee Veronica Gallardo and disapproves of her behavior and repeated violation of Board 
Policies and Administrative Procedures and Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior 
Colleges Standard IV C 2, C 7, C 11, C 12 and all accreditation requirements; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:   
1. Trustee Gallardo shall be ineligible for committee membership, board officer roles, and

conference travel until such time as approved by the Board of Trustees at the end of twelve
months. The board shall appoint an ad-hoc committee at that time to review the past year of
behavior and make a recommendation to the Board of Trustees.

2. Trustee Gallardo shall make a public apology to Superintendent/President Kindred Murillo
for her disrespectful behavior, and to the Board of Trustees for violation of Board Policies
and Administrative Procedures and ACCJC Accreditation Standards.

3. Trustee Gallardo shall immediately and at all times going forward treat the
Superintendent/President, College employees and fellow Board members with respect,
speak with civility, and cease unilaterally directing the Superintendent/President with
regard to operational matters.

4. Trustee Gallardo shall participate in four free remote webinars offered by the CCLC
within the next twelve months on the following topics: Ethics and Board Roles &amp;
Responsibilities.
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5. Trustee Gallardo shall immediately and at all times going forward attend each regularly
scheduled meeting, respond to special meeting availability polls within 24 hours, and
arrive on time to all board meetings. In the event of a special circumstance Trustee
Gallardo shall contact the Board President in advance regarding any conflict affecting her
ability to attend.

6. Trustee Gallardo shall immediately and at all times going forward communicate her
valued viewpoint in a manner consistent with Board Policies and Administrative
Procedures and ACCJC Accreditation Standards.

7. Trustee Gallardo shall include the Board President in all meetings she has with the
Superintendent/President and in all emails she sends to the Superintendent/President.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Trustees of the SANTA BARBARA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE DISTRICT this 20th day of July, 2023 by the following vote: 

Aye: ___       

No: ___

Abstain: ___

Absent: ___

 __________________________________________________
Jonathan Abboud, President  
Santa Barbara Community College District Board of Trustees  

___________________________________________________   
Kindred Murillo, Ed.D., Interim Superintendent/President and   
Secretary/Clerk to the Board of Trustees 
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